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General Guidelines for Parents when making any Payments to the school: Preferred method of payment is BPay. 
EFT/credit card facilities are available over the counter at the main office. Correct money is required for all cash payments, 
as there is not always access to change. Please do not send large amounts of cash with your child. Receipts will be issued 
through your child’s classroom. Payment plans for EEI fees are still available.  Payments for Voluntary Contributions to 
assist in purchasing new playground equipment are welcomed at any time of the year. To help the office in finalising 
accounts, where possible, please limit any cash payments in the last week of any school term. 
Sharyn Fletcher, Business Manager 
 
  School Council President    Glen Yates 0447 520 058     School Council email   yates.glen.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  School Uniform Primary School Wear 9768 0342      OSHC Camp Australia co-ordinator Sarah  0401 054 261           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates to  
Remember 

  
      
               
Term dates 2018                                                                                                                                         
Term 1   
Monday 29th January (students beginTuesday 30th) – 
Thursday 29th March 
Term 2 
Monday 16th April – Friday 29th June 
Term 3 
Monday 16th July – Friday 21st September 
Term 4 
Monday 8th October – Friday 21st December 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Principal’s 
Message 
 
 

The safety of the 635 children at Kingsville is always 
priority number 1 for myself as Principal and every 
employee – teachers, support staff and auxiliary 
workers. Principals and teachers are held to a very 
high standard of care in relation to students. This duty 
of care requires them to take all “reasonable” steps 
to reduce risk that may be related to overall school life. 
 
As Principal, there are a myriad of hurdles that I work 
through every week to ensure all compliances relating 
to Occupational Health & Safety legislation are met. I 
am assisted in this work by the school leadership team 
and our required Designated Work Group which 
includes, our trained and elected (yearly) Health & 
Safety Representative. 
 
Kingsville Primary School is fully committed to 
ensuring a safe and healthy learning and working 
environment for all students, staff and of course 
volunteers and/or community members. This 
commitment includes ensuring a comprehensive 
Asbestos Management Program governed by a 
strict set of legislative requirements. 
 
By law schools are required to maintain, review and 
revise a register listing all asbestos-containing 
materials on their site. Comprehensive training occurs 
to ensure Principals, School Asbestos Co-ordinators 
and Occupational, Health and Safety nominees are 
fully informed and knowledgeable about the 
requirements. This enables them to be able to work to 
ensure this particular aspect of the OHS Act is 
adhered to at a high level. The government also 
engages specialists to identify the condition of any 
asbestos in a school.   
 

Tue 12th Dec  Secondary Transition  

 KPS Step Up day 
Thu 14th Dec New Families social event 6-7.30p.m. 

Fri 15th Dec Christmas Hamper Raffle drawn 

Mon 18th Dec  Grade 6 Graduation morning tea 
10a.m. – 11a.m. 

 Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony 
6.30p.m. – 8p.m. 

Tue 19th Dec Parent Helpers morning tea 11a.m. 

Thu 21st Dec  Grade parties 

 Casual clothes day (gold coin 
donation) 

Fri 22nd Dec  Casual clothes day 

 Last day of school year 
(1.30p.m. dismissal) 

mailto:yates.glen.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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The reality of course is that currently in Victoria there 
are many schools out of the 1200 government schools 
that contain some asbestos. The government is 
accelerating their asbestos removal programs and, in 
the mean time the processes in place for asbestos 
management are comprehensive. For a school 
moving to an age of one hundred years we are very 
lucky to have quite moderate amounts of asbestos in 
buildings and whilst this remains undisturbed and in 
good condition it poses no danger. 
 
At Kingsville all parents can be assured that 
compliance with the regulations is above and beyond 
expectations. We are vigilant in carrying out all the 
regular visual inspections required. We also engage 
the approved government company to give advice, 
come on site to give recommendations and/or, when 
necessary carry out any work to repair, make safe or 
remove. 
 
There will be times when inspections are necessary. 
When this occurs  we do not determine the time that 
the contractors arrive or leave the site. Their visit can 
be anywhere from 7a.m. and in the summer time up 
until 8.30p.m. If there is ever actual removal to be 
carried out we would hope and expect this would take 
place on a weekend. Sometimes as was the case late 
yesterday an inspection took place during the school 
day. This was scheduled for 4.30p.m. but did not 
actually start until later. 
 
Please note 

 no asbestos removal was carried out at KPS 
yesterday Thursday December 7th  

 no child, parent or staff member was in any danger 
from the inspection carried out or, the small 
improvement work we gained  

 we were in fact one might say being overly vigilant 
in requesting a visit however, due to a spot noticed 
of additional wear possibly caused by recent rains, 
we requested an inspection  

 there is no requirement for such inspections to take 
place when no one is present on the school site 

 the children in the OHSC building did not have to 
move out however, it was felt that due to possible 
noise and the coming and going of the inspectors 
that they would be best placed in the hall for pick 
up 

 we only had very short notice that inspectors would 
arrive late Thursday afternoon and no  opportunity 
to let program parent users know 

When inspections take place the workers use tape to 
cordon off an area. The tape they use has the words 
‘Asbestos Removal’ marked on it. It would be better in 
such circumstances if they used plain tape or, a tape 
marked ‘inspection taking place’. They will also put on 
their suits to get up a ladder to take a look at even a 
small spot. Whilst this may seem ‘overkill’ to some it is 
of course necessary and prudent and, a legal 
requirement. The inspection revealed nothing to worry  
 
 

about but I still required an air testing to be done which 
was completed at regular intervals and the final report 
was gained later last night. This, as we  were confident 
it would do gave the all clear in every way for the 
children and parents to be in both the building and 
surrounding areas as usual this morning. 
 
I was actually offsite at two other government schools 
with other Principals yesterday. When I returned the 
process was nearing completion and I am pleased to 
say was timely and thoroughly executed.  I wish to 
congratulate Jeff McDonald, one of our substantive 
Assistant Principals for his skilful management of this 
process. Jeff put in many additional hours over the last 
two days to ensure every box was ticked. As you can 
see by the sequence of events is was not possible to 
communicate with users of the OHSC service 
individually within the timeframe. Signage however 
was put up in time for pickup.   
 
Some parents unfortunately did receive emails from 
myself in the early hours of this morning as I worked 
to ensure everyone was aware that the placement of 
the program would be back in its ‘home’ this morning. 
I would also like to thank Sarah Duncan, OHSC KPS 
manager who worked longer hours and, took calls 
from me very early this morning well before the 7a.m. 
start to ensure she had full knowledge of the situation 
and up to date information to provide for parents. 
 
Safety Labelling 
Back in 2014 a new additional safety measure, being 
the labelling of certain school buildings, was been 
introduced by the government. Consequently as part 
of the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development’s Health and Safety 
Management Plan, this labelling was installed in a 
very large number of schools across the State 
including KPS. The bright blue and yellow labels are 
to remind all relevant people to contact school 
reception prior to undertaking any works at a school. 
This is to ensure they have up to-date information from 
the school’s asbestos register 
 
The message below was placed in school newsletters 
across the State at that time. It was a message to 
parents/guardians from Victorian Government 
Infrastructure & Finance Services Group about the 
labelling. I feel it is timely to remind parents about  

 
Asbestos – which was used extensively in building 

materials in the past but is now banned – is 
considered safe unless damaged or in poor condition. 

The new labels form part of a comprehensive 
program to ensure Victorian government schools 

remain safe. 
Children’s safety is our number one priority. That is 
why we are taking this extra step as a precaution. 

 
These stickers are in various locations around the KPS 
site and are upgraded when necessary. 
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Finally, thank you to a number of parents who 
contacted me directly with questions or queries 
regarding clarification relating to the inspection 
yesterday. The ‘provocative’ yellow marked tape and 
men/women in suits that were observed or heard 
about of course prompted such communications. I 
absolutely understand how the ‘visuals’ of the exercise 
caused concerns. I have responded to all of these and 
I know that our School Council President, Glen Yates 
who is interstate at the moment and our vice-president 
Dale Schumann have been involved  in 
communication and assisting with assurances to 
parents.  
 
I ask all parents who have concerns at any time to 
contact myself or the leadership team being Jeff 
McDonald, Peter Ritchie or Blagma Veljanoska 
directly. This method is preferable to any questions, 
opinions or even unfortunately accusations at times 
being placed out there on social media or, at times on 
our ‘unofficial’ KPS facebook page.  The majority of 
parents I am happy to say will use this facility to best 
advantage to gain information or clarify aspects of 
school life. At times however, some postings or 
comments can be a source of concern or cause stress.   
So straight ‘from the horses mouth’ is the best way to 
get the facts.   
 
Good news 
Our school council is expecting to move ahead with a 
very special project to finish 2017 in the area of 
Buildings and Grounds. We are very lucky to have a 
separate and distinct OHSC building for the use of 
KPS families many schools do not have such a facility.  
It is an old building and whilst it has had some 
investment internally to make it fit for purpose we are 
now turning our attention to the exterior. The project 
will include new external cladding, timbers and 
signage and, at this stage is expected to go ahead 
very late in December or, early January. I would like to 
thank Dale Schumann, school council, Glen Yates, 
school council and Jeff McDonald, Assistant Principal 
for working collaboratively to bring all the necessary 
aspects of this project together.  
 
Kitchen Garden 
In all my years at Kingsville since the Kitchen Garden 
was built I have never seen it so lush and well tended. 
On behalf of the whole school community I would like 
to thank Adelle Pearce for the work she has 
undertaken to enhance and improve the overall area. 
The current state of the garden and the many 
opportunities it provides for students and community 
engagement should be a significant feature of KPS. 
How we move forward and use the space and the 
facility to best advantage our students is something 
that staff and school council, will be looking at closely 
again in 2018. 
 
Yesterday I was fortunate enough to visit Rosamond 
Special School. This school originally in Maidstone 
relocated to a site in Ballarat Road four years ago.  
 
 

They are a school involved in a range of sustainability  
programs including kitchen garden and environmental 
and sustainability initiatives. They do have significant 
funds as a special school compared to a mainstream 
primary school and are able to employ many additional 
staff.  Their  kitchen garden model is however one that 
could be replicated either fully or, in part in other 
school settings. The cultivation of the land, the 
propagation project, the shade house and the seating 
in and around the garden areas was a joy to behold.  
 
I have already communicated with the staff member 
who co-ordinates a number of these programs and he 
is requesting to come along to Kingsville to look at our 
garden and share some ideas and thoughts as we 
make some plans for the future use of our facility.  
 
In addition, I wish our school to refocus on some areas 
of sustainability and environmental awareness moving 
forward. There may be opportunities to form some 
partnerships with Rosamond or, other schools who 
have some sound programs already in place. There 
are a number of parents in our community who have 
expressed interest in such projects who I expect would 
be willing to assist in planning and implementation. We 
had our Green Kids project in place for a number of 
years and now 2018 is a perfect time to refocus on the 
many opportunities in this area of education.  
More news early in 2018. 
 
 
 
End of year communications 
This is the second last newsletter for 2017. There willl 
be one more to follow next Friday December 15th. 
 
The final full school assembly will be on Friday 22nd 
December. This is always a joyous event and a 
celebration of the school year. 
 
Children will be dismissed from their classrooms 
at 1.30p.m. on Friday December 22nd. 
 
 
 
Christmas Hamper Raffle 
See details in newsletter of December 1st  
Thank you generous Kingsville families, the 
“Christmas Goodies” tubs and baskets are filling up 
with donations for the Christmas Raffle. Please keep 
these coming in next week and I’m confident we will 
have a record number of beautiful hampers. Thank 
you to Friends of KPS for organising this end of year 
fundraiser. 
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Message from Friends of KPS 
Shopping guide for this weekend for Christmas 
Hamper donations 
Whilst all donations are very gratefully accepted see 
full list of details in newsletter of December 1st there 
are some festive items we are short one. So any 

 gingerbread  

 shortbread 

 puddings  

 christmas cakes 

 ‘gourmet’ crackers  

 christmas foods 

would be very much appreciated. 
 
 
Student Leadership 2017 
Congratulations to all members of the 2017 leadership 
team – 
 
Scarlett Gun  Takdanai McLeod-Smith 
Tessa Millington Stefan Holmes 
 
You have carried out your roles at a very high level 
and have been exceptional role models for all other 
students. You really have ’led’ this year and we are 
confident that you will carry your leadership skills 
forward into your secondary education. 
 
 
Transition 2018 incoming families 
Thank you to all the speakers who contributed at the 
final transition session today.  
 
Cuttent KPS Parents 
Simone Barlow (mother of Charlie Clenick) 
Stephanie Martini (mother of Xavier Martini) 
 
Thank you for your down to earth practical advice and 
the reflections regarding your journey. The information 
you provided was extremely valuable for our incoming 
Foundation parents. 
 
Students  
Scarlett Gun   
Takdanai McLeod-Smith 
Tessa Millington 
Stefan Holmes 
Oscar Goonan 
Grace Droogleever 
Edith Dillon 
Sophie Parnham 
 
Today all of these students spoke  eloquently and 
confidently at the final session of the transition 
program for 2018 Foundation families. They presented 
themselves in a very mature and professional manner. 
They told their story, added humour and even gave 
some advice for beginning parents. On behalf of all 
Kingsville students and staff we thank you. 
 
 
 

Successful Program 
Over the last 3 weeks we have  seen over 300 
students and families come along to the school. The 
children, currently preschoolers have all benefited 
greatly from a comprehensive school experience. The 
parents, carers and sometimes grandparents, have 
been a wonderful class. They have listened 
attentively, paid attention, asked sensible questions, 
taken plenty of notes and even laughed at my jokes. I 
know you will join me in welcoming them to our school 
community. They will ‘take over’ the school oval on   
December 14th for their new family soiree/picnic. This 
is now a yearly tradition and one where we know 
parents make contact with other new parents. Often 
long term friendships between parents and families 
begin at this event. 
 
Thank you to Blagma Veljanoska,Leading Teacher 
who has ‘event managed’ a very successful Transition 
Program once again. Also to current Foundation 
teachers, support staff for the roles they carried out 
and, Dianne Sturrock for taking the Friday assembly 
over the three weeks. 
 
Kingsville Primary School – School Council 
Are you interested? 
School Councils play a key role in Victorian 
Government schools. 
 
At Kingsville Primary School we have a long history of 
very successful and active governance teams who 
have helped establish the broad direction and vision 
for the school. 
 
Successive councils have carried out their key roles 
effectively and in doing so enhanced the educational 
opportunities of our students over a long period of 
time. 
 
The School Council election process in government 
schools begin straight away in Term 1 (see timeline 
below) 
 
Vacancies   2018 – 2019 School Council membership 
 
The size and configuration of Kingsville Primary 
School School Council is set down in its Constituting 
Order and is – 
 

Parent members – 8 
DET members – 4 (including the Principals as 
Executive Officer) 
 
A total of 12 members. 
 

For the 2018/2019 council year there will be 
 

4  Parent vacancies 
    and 
1  teacher/DET vacancy 
 

Elected terms are for 2 years. 
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Last 2 weeks of 
2017 school year 
and first week of 
2018 school year 

 raising community 
awareness regarding 
school council 
membership 
opportunities 

 providing details of 
school council vacancies 
– role of parent 
members, and 
expectation of members 

 setting up questions and 
answer opportunities 

 via email and placing 
information on Compass  

Monday 5th 
February 
 

Call for nominations 

Monday 12th 
February 

 Nominations close 4pm 

 Display list of candidates, 
nominator & seconder 

 Declare new School 
Council if nominations 
accepted equal the 
number of vacancies 

 If the nominations are less 
than the number of 
vacancies in either 
category, call again for 
nominations for a 3 day 
period. 

Monday 19th 
February  
 

If election required – 
distribute ballot papers by 
this date 

Monday 19th 
February 

 If no election required hold 
the first School Council 
meeting of new School 
Council i.e. first special 
meeting to elect office 
bearers followed by first 
full meeting 

 If election required – 
current School Council 
meets for the last time on 
this day 

Monday 26th 
February 
 

Close of ballot for election (if 
required) 

Tuesday 27th 
February 
 

Count votes & declare poll 

Wednesday 28th 
February 
 

New School Council able to 
meet from this date 

Monday 19th 
March 
 

 First meeting of new 
school council if election 
required to elect office 
bearers 

Thursday 22nd  
March 
 
 

Government compliance 
attained 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday    
7th – 13th December 
Happy Birthday to Dylan Madden, 
William Friedmann, Isaac Reed, 
Dakira Nguyen, Genevieve Bennetts, 
Etienne Casemore, Aarya Thakker, 

Omer Abubaker, Jarvis Crisp, Esther Harrison, Anouk 
Waddell, Evie Prendergast-Withy, Lily Nguyen, Jenny 
Duong. 
 

 

Sports Update 
Swimming Trials 
Well done to the children (and their parents!) for 
braving the sometimes cold mornings to compete in 
the recent swimming trials.  
 
We are well on our way to selecting a squad to 
compete in the District Swimming event early next 
year, but we are also mindful that some children have 
not been able to compete at this time of year. 
 
Please note that there will be more trials next year on 
Thursday 8th and Friday 9th February at 7am. 
 
The final squad will then be announced and there will 
be two weeks of training before the District event on 
Friday 2nd March. 
 
Congratulations 
Well done to Mac Leith who recently competed in the 
Pacific School Games in Adelaide for the under 12 
Boys’ Touch team. This was a lengthy process for him 
as trials began in April, with the team announced at 
the start of Term 3. They competed against all the 
other states and finished third, which is a 
commendable effort. Congratulations to Mac and his 
team. 
 
Congratulations also to all the other children who 
participate in sports and activities outside of school, 
with many of them making some fantastic 
achievements. 
 
Thank you 
Lorey Bentley, PE and Sport Coordinator 
bentley.lorey.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bentley.lorey.n@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Friends of KPS News 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will your child / children be at Kingsville in 2018? 
If you know your child / children will not be returning to Kingsville in 2018 

or 
If they will be only here for a short time e.g. you could be moving in Term 1 

Please fill in below if you have not already informed the school 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING KINGSVILLE P.S. IN 2018 
 
Name:  ………………………………………    Year level in 2017: ………  Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

Name:  ………………………………………   Year level in 2017: ………   Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

Name:  ………………………………………   Year level in 2017: ………   Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

 
New school (if known):  …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature of parent/guardian: …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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