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2021 Dates to Remember
Term 1
February
Mon 1st
Wed 3rd
Wed 10th
8th – 12th

Foundation students begin school
Call for School Council Nominations
Nominations close – 4pm
Teacher Planning Week

March
Mon 2nd
Fri 5th
Mon 8th

Foundation students first full week
Curriculum Day – no students at school
Public Holiday – Labour Day

April
Thurs 1st

Last day Term 1 (2.30p.m. dismissal)

Term 2
Mon 19th

First day Term 2

2021 Term Dates
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

*Wednesday 27 January (teachers return) to Thursday 1st April
Monday 19 April to Friday 25 June
Monday 12 July to Friday 17 September
Monday 4 October to Friday 17 December

Principal’s Message
Please see important information in this newsletter regarding the next stage of
parent access to school grounds beginning Monday February 1st

As is always the case in my first newsletter message of the year, I would like to welcome all members of
this wonderful school community back as we embark together on a new school year.
The beginning of each school year is I feel a suitable time to reflect upon the early days of our school
and in turn, who we are now in place and time. So, that all important extract from the history books
especially for new Kingsville parents.
Kingsville Primary School first opened the doors on August 1st 1919. Over the years the “large red
brick school” as it has often been referred to, has stood the test of time and its inhabitants have
witnessed many changes in the decades since day one. Back in 1919, the main building boasted
eleven classrooms, a staffroom, one store room, an office and a foyer area. A photograph of the time
shows the significant two storey structure dominated the physical landscape of the area and even now,
with built up housing and the adjacent large greenbelt, it can be seen from quite a distance.
Two hundred and eighty children were enrolled or taken in on the first day. All the records were
entered by hand and a long line of prospective students so the history books tell us, stretched out the
door and around the corner. Within a week another 59 students had been added to the school
enrolment then, by the end of August the total was 387 and by December and the Christmas break
410 students. Obviously the word spread quickly right from those early days that Kingsville was a great
school.
In 2021 we are a school of 592 students (302 girls and 290 boys) – still a sound gender balance. Many
changes of course to the school facilities and the local area over the years but, the core business
remains the same being the care of and, education of the students. Teachers and leadership are
supported in their work by an engaged and passionate community of currently 420 families. Within these
families there are 20 different languages spoken, 19 countries the students were born in and, 34
countries identified as country of origin.
Our community embraces new comers and is clearly supportive of all members. I personally know it also
to be one which reaches out and demonstrates care and generosity not only to members of this
community but, to others near and far. This was clearly evidenced in so many ways throughout the
challenging times during 2020.
Now in this point in time we look forward collectively to a productive and meaningful school year. We
know things will not be the same as they were prior to 2020 in all areas. The changes, adaptations and
even ongoing restrictions and difficulties – the aftermath of 2020 in many cases, will just be what we deal
with develop and, grow from. Already the voice of teachers and students is audible and ideas are being
utilized with respect to a number of creative actions. We are working to ensure that we are moving
ahead and embracing the key components of what we know to be vital to our school culture and our
story.
Who we are, our purpose, how we go about business and engage with our parent community in 2021 is
a stated and documented priority. Our Annual Implementation Plan (2021), arising from our Strategic
Plan 2018 – 2022, has been endorsed by School Council and, The Department of Education & Training
(DET). The AIP outlines a number of “Key Improvement Strategies” which aim to –
“embed building the community of parents and carers as partners in the
engagement and learning of all students”

Part of the associated work related to this will be 


working to respond to parent feedback and increasing parent, student and, staff ownership of the
Foundation – Year 6 learning journey
developing a school community communication plan and schedule

There will be more detail about these priorities moving forward and information about how parent
opinion, ideas and expertise, may be gained and utilized.
Throughout all the daily undertakings of school life throughout the year it is vital to remember that at the
heart of the school are the amazing children who motivate and inspire us all. Let us look forward together
to a very special and memorable year where we take time to reconnect, re establish, renew and restore.
Important Information regarding school acces for parents and visitors beginning Monday
February 1st
Well done to all KPS families, parents, carers, students and many canines who complied with the
procedures for drop off and, pick up of students yesterday and today.
With regard to the driver behaviour I witnessed this morning in Bishop St, certainly much improved
from some past times. On such a wet and difficult day drivers on the whole went down to the turning
circle, waited and displayed patience and courtesy. I saw only one child let out on the other side of the
road and this of course is very dangerous and should never occur.
With regard to choice of gates which was introduced yesterday (see Compass post of January 25th), it
did get quiet crowded at the Somerville Rd entrance. So, we ask again that as possible families keep
going around to another gate to ease congestion. Our apologies for the no show of the crossing
supervisor on Somerville Rd yesterday. Please note, this was not his fault and a type error in an email
to council at the end of last year was the cause. He was thankfully back at work today.
Parents coming on to the school site beginning February 1st
Moving as quickly as possible having parents come on site for limited times in line with regultions is of
course what we want. To achieve this we need parents, to be aware of the requirements and work
with us to ensure success and compliance.
Every school site has a density rating and whilst there is no current requirement to limit the number or
type of visitors to school premises the density limit must be applied in any spaces where parents,
carers and visitors are. Adding to the complexity is the legislation that requires the density limit must
be applied to all persons in the space ie, the full site including the students. KPS density limit is only
little over our total student population therefore, any parents coming on site must move in and out
quickly so we reduce the likelyhood of non compliance.
Therefore from next Monday morning please note –
 parents and carers may enter the site in the morning and after school from any gate for the
purposes of dropping of and collecting their children
 to work to comply with the requirements incuding those associated with our density rating, the
time spent on the grounds can be no more than 15 minutes
 parents may not at this stage enter classrooms or school buildings unless there is a specific,
pre-arranged circumstance, occasion or meeting and when this occurs this it will be managed
by staff and will include signing in at the main office
 for some events moving forward and in the first instance for our Foundation families on Monday
a QR code will be utilized
Whilst there will be many new arrangements for events on site this year.they will all involve specific
compliances.
Right now what is important is to say let’s take this first important step and “ welcome back parents,
carers, guardians”. Many of you had a trial run of the last school day of 2020 which was cited as a
test and I am pleased to say that everyone passed with flying colours. Compass posts and newsletter
content will continue to inform the ongoing story regarding acces to the school.

Beginning 2021 - snapshot
Wednesday January 27th 8.a.m.
The school set up and waiting for the students to arrive and, teachers engaged in planning and last
minute preperations.
Thursday January 28th 8.45a.m. - 9a.m.
A very different picture as most of the 512 students from Levels 1-6 descended on their school. The
sight and sounds of students brought the school back to life very quickly. Whilst families could not
catch up and mingle in the grounds this week there were of course many around the perimeter of the
school dropping children off.
Thursday 28th January 9.05 – 9.30a.m.
Children in their classrooms paying full attention to the teacher looking very smart in school uniform
and a variety of new hair styles and, coping very well with being back at school .
Monday 1st February – 80 Foundation students to begin in our 102nd year
We are looking forward to greeting the Foundation students and their families on Monday morning.
The class of 2027 (ie when they graduate from Primary school) is currently made up of 34 boys and 46
girls.
Student Free Days 2021
Each year Victorian government schools allocate four student free days (when student instruction does
not occur). These days are used for professional development, school planning and administration,
curriculum development and, student assessment and reporting.
The first day of Term 1 each year is a student free day in all government schools in Victoria. The
remaining three are set by schools and approved by the School Council.
KPS School Council has approved the Student Free Days for 2021. These will of course be listed in all
newsletters next year however, advance notice for all Kingsville families is now provided.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Wednesday January 27th (state wide)
Friday March 5th
Tuesday June 15th
Monday November 1st

Student Leadership 2021
There are a number of elected student leadership roles across all levels F – 6. Many of these are
determined during Term 1 however, our School Captains and Vice Captains are in place and have taken
up their responsibilities with great dedication already. These students will be acknowledged to begin the
school year at our first school assembly.
School Captains
Charlotte Egglestone
Levi Matara-NG

School Vice-Captains
Eve Harris
Liam Yates

Victorian Government Tutor Learning Initiative
All Victorian Government schools will be participating in this initiative during 2021. The goal of this
undertaking is to support students who need extra support with their learning. Each school will
receive some funding and many will also contribute additional school funds as Kingsville is doing.
Moving ahead we are looking to employ approximately 1.6 staff who will would work with approximately
90 students. This staff ratio and number of students is determined by the government. Schools decide
how the resource will be best implemented to ensure that students involved gain the support in a way
that minimises disruptions to other learning or, school activities.
Now in early Term 1 we are working to employ tutors to begin as soon as possible and, the beginning
date must be no later than March 26th. The program will run for 26 weeks in all schools and students
participating will be involved in two or three 45 minute sessions each week, in groups of no more than 5.
This may be within the mainstream class or in a separate area or a hybrid model. Further details will be
provided when necessary actions including employment have been completed.

School Council 2021
Change to election schedule necessary
The School Council election process in government schools begins straight away in Term 1.
Please note – due to the delay in the government releasing the” Guide to School Council Elections
2021” the published schedule has now been slightly revised.
Nominations will now open on Wednesday February 3rd and, the opportunity to lodge a nomination will
remain until Wednesday February 10th at 4p.m. Nomination forms will be available for collection from the
main office from 3/2/2021. In line with government expectations there will be a number of “Notices of
Election and Call for Nominations” displayed around the school.
If you are interested in being nominated or would like further information, please contact Kath Ginnane,
Principal email Kathleen.Ginnane@education. vic.gov.au
Kingsville Primary School – School Council
School Councils play a key role in Victorian Government schools.
At Kingsville Primary School we have a long history of very successful and active governance teams
who have helped establish the broad direction and vision for the school.
Successive councils have carried out their key roles effectively and in doing so enhanced the
Educational opportunities of our students over a long period of time.

School Council Membership Vacancies
The size and configuration of Kingsville Primary School, School Council is set down in its Constituting
Order and is –
Parent members – 7
DET members – 4 (including the Principal as Executive Officer)
Community member - 1
A total of 12 members.
For the 2021/2022 council year there will be 3 Parent vacancies
and
2 Teacher/DET vacancy

School Council Election Schedule 2021
Wednesday 3rd February
Wednesday 10th February

Call for nominations
 Nominations close 4pm
 Display list of candidates, nominator & seconder
 Declare new School Council if nominations
accepted equal the number of vacancies
 If the nominations are less than the number of
vacancies in either category, call again for
nominations for a 3 day period.

Wednesday 24th February

If election / ballot required – distribute ballot papers by
this date
 If no election / ballot required hold the first School
Council meeting of new School Council i.e. first
special meeting to elect office bearers followed by
first full normal meeting
 If election / ballot required – current School Council
meets for the last time on this day
Close of ballot for election (if required)

Thursday 25th February

Count votes & declare poll (if required)

Friday 26th February

New School Council able to meet from this date

Monday 15th March

 First meeting of new school council if election / ballot
required - to elect office bearers – followed by first
full meeting of new school council
Government compliance attained by due date of March
31st.

Wednesday 17th February
Wednesday 17th February

Friday 26th March

Happy Birthday
1st – 29th January

Happy birthday to Keaton Fawcett, Liam O’Shaughnessy, Archie Lucas, Sam Couper, Lochy West, Elke
Yorke, Millie Wheeler, Sev Herrmann, Marlie Kupsch, Natalia Garcia Reina, Vivan Mondkar, Emeline
Finnin, Ari Sherwood,Liam Yates, Erica Heap, Julian Browne, Isis McKenzie, Atlas Hawkins, Phoebe
Sherwood, Nicholas Casaneanu, Elizabeth McColl, Freya Swan, Frances Blaisdell, Henry McDonald,
Dylan Vellu, Oliver Pugsley, Issy Cioli, Liam Duong, Heidi Land, Lewis Metcalf, Charlie Clenick, Hestan
Ho, Indie Johnstone, Sabrina Yimam,Leo Masterton, Genevieve Carlisle, Elliot Millar, Nina Sheppard,
Sadie Kinred, Hugo Messig, Huxley Heap, Helina Tebeje, Eila McCarthy, Kinoah Romero, Mia Edwards,
Seb Moca, Ben Marmo, Luka Jeka, Abel Hafte and Johnnie Munro.

