
 Issue No. 38 – 6th December 2019 

 

  

General Guidelines for Parents when making any Payments to the school: 

Preferred method of payment is BPay. Your BPay reference number can be located on your family statement and will remain the 
same throughout your child’s time at KPS.  EFT/credit card facilities are available over the counter at the main office. Cash payments 
– correct money is required as there is not always access to change. Please do not send large amounts of cash with your child. 
Receipts will be issued through your child’s classroom. To help the office in finalising accounts, where possible, please limit payments 
in the last week of any school term. 
Sharyn Fletcher, Business Manager 

 
  School Council President    Terry Cumming              School Council email Cumming.Terry.J@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  School Uniform Primary School Wear 9768 0342     OSHC Camp Australia co-ordinator  0401 054 261   

 

Celebrating 100 Years in Education 1919 - 2019 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2019 Dates to Remember 
 

Term 4  
December  
Tue 10th KPS Step Up Day  

Secondary Transition Day 
Thur 12th Foundation 2020 family picnic/social event 6 - 7.30pm 

Kingsville Community Carols, Beavers Reserve, Wales Street, Kingsville 
Friday 13th  Assembly – featuring Graduation group  

And Christmas raffle drawn  
Tue 17th  Parent Helpers Morning Tea 

Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 
Wed 18th  Grade parties – Foundation – Year 4 

Grade 6 Adventure Park excursion 
Thur 19th Grade parties – Years 5 & 6  
Fri 20th  Final Assembly – Christmas Carols 

Casual Clothes Day (FOKPS event – gold coin donation) 
Last day of Term 4   (1.30pm dismissal) 

2020  
Swimming F – 2  16th Mar to 26th Mar 
 Grade 3/4  17th Feb to 27th Feb 
 Grade 5 25th Feb to 26th Feb 
 Grade 6 27th Feb to 28th Feb 
   
Camp Grade 3/4 7th Sept to 11th Sept 
 Grade 5 To be advised  
 Grade 6 20th Jul to 24th Jul 
 
School Council Dates  
Mon 9th Dec  School Council meeting 

 
2020 Term Dates Fliers/Information attached 
Term 1 – 28th January (Year 1-6 students         
begin on the 29th January) to 27th march 

KPS Christmas Raffle Tickets 
 

Term 2 – 14th April to 26th June  
Term 3 – 13th July to 18th September   
Term 4 – 5th October to 18th December  

mailto:Cumming.Terry.J@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Principal’s Message 
 
The 2019 - 2020 “Transition to School Program” came to a successful conclusion today 
with our third student and parent session. Thank you to parents and guardians who took 
the time to ensure their starting school child/children had access to the program. I believe 

that all the preschoolers attending, benefited greatly from this school experience. Thank you also to 
parents who participated in the three information sessions. They were a wonderful “class”, listened 
attentively, paid attention, asked sensible questions, took notes and even laughed at my jokes.  
 
Their next visit will be when they take over the school oval on December the 12th at a soiree/picnic for the 
families of Foundation students 2020 and, new families to Kingsville. This is now a yearly tradition and 
one where we know parents make contact with other new parents and sometimes long term friendships 
begin.  
 
Thank you to Blagma Veljanoska, Acting Assistant Principal, who has once again “event managed” a 
very successful Transition Program. Also to Jeff McDonald, Peter Ritchie (working as a replacement 
teacher) and all of the current Foundation teachers and support staff for the roles they carried out. Thank 
you to Dianne Sturrock and other assisting teachers for assuring the Friday school assembly was 
managed over the three weeks. A special mention also to students who assisted, both Foundation and, 
Year 6. Foundation – Parv Thacker, Poppy Amemiya, Hamzah Khader, Chase Giacomin, Tali Tyler, 
Jeronimo Gaitan-Urquijo, Matilda Rafferty and Sonny Fithall. Year 6 – Harriet Gould, Heidi Junge, Rafid 
Haider and Alison Rae. All of the students were confident and articulate and provided some excellent 
advice for parents.  
 
Parent opinion is always a very important component of such events and thank you to Anne, mother of 
Poppy Howard, Foundation parent, who provided detailed, specific and very relevant information 
regarding beginning school issues and considerations.  
 
School Organisation 2020   
 
At this stage of the year with just two school weeks to go, we anticipate that we have a fairly clear idea of 
what the student enrolment for 2020 will be. Numbers however are still adjusting daily as new families 
confirm they are living in the school zone, and others who may inform us that their anticipated move from 
the area will be sooner than expected. So at this stage final adjustments are still being made to 2020 
class groups for Step Up Day. Changes after Tuesday will be reflected in updated class groups to begin 
the new school year. 
 
In 2020 Kingsville is expected to have around 645-650 children enrolled across the seven levels. In 
working to determine the school grade/class model in any year many factors need to be considered. 
Actual student numbers however at each level will always be a major impacting factor. In most years at 
Kingsville composite classes will be a feature along with shared classes i.e. more than one teacher. 
Kingsville has in fact a long history of utilizing composite classes and over the last 29 years 25 have 
seen composite/multi age groups. In 2020 this tradition will continue in the 3 and 4 levels of the school. 
In 2020 there will be 27 classrooms or as they are often referred to “communities of learners”.  Four 
Foundation, four Level 1, four Level 2, seven composite Level 3/4, four Level 5 and four Level 6 along 
with four specialist areas; Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Physical Education and LOTE- Italian will 
continue as “specialist” provision areas.  

Currently across Victoria 70% of schools are reported to have some form of composite or multi aged 

aspect in their school organisation. Whilst composite classes have distinct value they are also a practical 

response to the problem of uneven grade enrolments; for example, when there are too many students to 

form one "straight" grade but, not enough to form two. Combining students in this way is often an 

expedient administrative solution that not only allows schools to ensure more consistent class sizes, but 

enables them to address gender balance issues within each class more easily, match teachers to 
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student needs, maximise school and teacher funding and resources and, cope with declining or 

increasing enrolments. 

Research, which has been predominantly conducted in primary schools, suggests there is no discernible 
difference between composite and straight grade classrooms in terms of academic performance. 
However, benefits relating to student independence, responsibility and study habits have been 
highlighted. For example, younger children within a composite grade generally aspire to emulate older 
children in their work, and older children enjoy leadership and mentoring opportunities that lift their self-
esteem. Some say composite classrooms are more flexible, allow children to work at their own pace, 
offer a wider range of friendship opportunities, and encourage more co-operation and tolerance. 
According to experts, education is about more than academic achievement and age is not an accurate 
predictor of a child's development.  

Wide-ranging student abilities exist in children of the same age, and not just in composite classes.  Every 
group or cohort of students must be viewed as composite by nature. Differentiated instruction by 
teachers informed by deep knowledge of each child is required to be evidenced regardless of the range 
of ages in a particular class. Furthermore, it is the teacher and their relationship with the students that 
plays a key role and is significant in the development of students. 

Children should be taught "by stages, not ages". The Victorian Curriculum F-10 is a continuum of 
learning that children progress along and is set out as a series of learning progressions. This continuum 
enables teachers to identify the point of learning progression of each individual student and to plan for 
the appropriate next steps in learning.  

As already mentioned, it is strongly researched and believed that grade structure is immaterial and 

schools should be providing a ‘differentiated’ curriculum anyway: one that caters to all children as 

individuals, according to their needs. At Kingsville Primary School children are grouped, based on our 

extensive assessment schedule, in accordance to their needs. All of our groupings are fluid allowing 

students to work in a group or independently to best suits their learning needs.   

Despite favourable research regarding student cognitive and social growth in composite classrooms, 

negative perceptions persist, particularly among parents. Many fear their children will be unable to keep 

up with work, will have fewer friendships, that younger children will be overlooked or that older children 

will not be sufficiently challenged, that children with learning difficulties will suffer more anxiety or, that 

the curriculum for each year level will be inadequately covered. 

To date, Australian research into composite classes has failed to uncover any significant negative or 
downside to multi age classes. Teachers actually manage workloads for a range of ages and abilities in 
any given class, not just composite classes. There will always be a mix of ages and abilities whether it is 
a straight or composite class. 

Whatever decision are made in any year in relation to grade structure, parents can be assured that the  
students and their learning needs are at the forefront of the decision making process.  
 
Kingsville Primary School – School Council 
Are you interested? 
 
School Councils play a key role in Victorian Government schools. 
 
At Kingsville Primary School we have a long history of very successful and active governance teams 
who have helped establish the broad direction and vision for the school. 
 
Successive councils have carried out their key roles effectively and in doing so enhanced the 
educational opportunities of our students over a long period of time. 
 
The School Council election process in government schools begin straight away in Term 1 (see timeline 
below) 
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2020-2021 School Council Membership Vacancies    
The size and configuration of Kingsville Primary School, School Council is set down in its Constituting 
Order and is – 
 

Parent members – 7 
Community member - 1 
DET members – 4 (including the Principals as Executive Officer) 
 
A total of 12 members. 
 

For the 2020/2021 council year there will be -  
 

 4 parent vacancies 
   and 
 1 teacher/DET vacancy 
 

All members are elected for a 2 year term however, not every member can complete their term of office. 
There will be two consequential vacancies – term being 1 year each, Consequential vacancies are filled 
following the school council election process.  
 

Last 2 weeks of 2019 
school year and first week 
of 2020 school year 

 raising community awareness regarding school council membership 
opportunities 

 providing details of school council vacancies – role of parent 
members, and expectation of members 

 setting up questions and answer opportunities 

 via email and placing information on Compass  

Monday 3rd February 
 

Call for nominations 

Monday 10th February  Nominations close 4pm 

 Display list of candidates, nominator & seconder 

 Declare new School Council if nominations accepted equal the 
number of vacancies 

 If the nominations are less than the number of vacancies in either 
category, call again for nominations for a 3 day period. 

Monday 17th February  
 

If election / ballot required – distribute ballot papers by this date 

Monday 17th February  If no election / ballot required hold the first School Council meeting of 
new School Council i.e. first “special” meeting to elect office bearers 
followed by first full “normal” meeting 

 If election / ballot required – current School Council meets for the last 
time on this day 

Monday 24th February 
 

Close of ballot for election (if required) 

Tuesday 25th February 
 

Count votes & declare poll (if required) 

Wednesday 26th February 
 

New School Council able to meet from this date 

Monday 16th March 
 

 First meeting of new school council if election / ballot was required  -
(to elect office bearers only) – followed by the first full “normal” 
meeting of the new school council 

Friday 27th March Government compliance attained 
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Sports News 

 
It is always great to hear what children have been doing outside of school with their sporting endeavours. 
Lately we have heard from a few children, who have all made achievements outside of school. 
Angus Hawker recently competed in the regional SSV tournament for golf. He represented Kingsville and 
the wider region in this, which is a fantastic accomplishment.  
 
Well done, also, to Rafeal Phillips who received a silver trophy in a recent judo competition. 
Finally congratulations to Campbell Nguyen who will be playing an International Soccer Tournament in 
Croatia after a three week trial. He will be staying there for over a week and will be playing many games. 
Kingsville had two cricket teams competing in the Inner West Region School Cup last week. They won a 
few games , but were not able to get through to the next round. They had a great day and some learnt 
new skills as they took on a sport that some of them had never played before. 
  
Well done to everyone! 
 
Lorey Bentley, Sport and PE Coordinator 
 
 

Gardening Club 2019 

 
Lily, Georgia, and Alison: We have had a wonderful time leading the gardening club this year 
contributing to what the garden is today. We have loved introducing new and interesting activities to all of 
the students who came and participated this year.  
 
We had lots of fun, but at the start of the year we were really nervous. But the club grew with Alison (and 
others) joining to help with leading it and more and more people coming! 
 
For any grade 5’s (moving to grade 6), who are interested in becoming the leaders next year, come to 
the garden shed on any Thursday and talk to either Lily, Georgia, Alison, or Adelle. 
 
Adelle Pearce: Congratulations and thank 
you to the students Lily Thomas, Georgia 
Webb and Alison Rae who have taken action 
to start and lead 2019’s lunchtime gardening 
club. These students have shown an 
extraordinary level of enthusiasm and 
commitment to provide gardening activities to 
their fellow students for the entire year - they 
should feel very proud of themselves. The 
kitchen garden area would not look as good 
as it does without their involvement. 
 
Big green thumbs up to ALL students who 
participate in garden club show an interest in 
the natural world. Each of you are leading in 
your own quiet way - with initiative, positive 
action and pride in your school environment. 
 Your efforts do make a difference, so keep up the great work “Lots of little things can add up to big 
things!" 
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Grade 6 Poetry Slam – Friday 29th November 
 
As part of the Grade 6 poetry unit, students were encouraged to participate in a poetry slam in front of 
their peers. The rhymes were free flowing, the content was extremely varied: from calls for climate 
change action, war stories, favourite foods through to their AFL heroes. Students followed their passions 
and wrote from the heart. Congratulations to all the 6’s on the poetry they have produced and to those 
who showed a lot of courage to perform in front of their peers. Well done!  
 
Sylvie: The poetry slam allows kids to express their passions through poetry. 

 
Willow: It was interesting to hear all the 
different poems, there were a lot of 
topics covered. 
 
Diesel: It was very….poetic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reminders  
 

Parent Helpers morning tea 
 
Teachers are currently reminding 2019 parent helpers about the thank you morning tea that will take 
place on Tuesday 17th December. So to class reps, class room helpers, volunteers, library workers, 
voluntary kitchen gardeners etc if you can attend we would love you to have you be there.  
 
To the helpers who can’t make it we thank you for your assistance across so many areas this 
year. 
 
For catering purposes please  respond to the school via kingsville.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au with the 
subject heading Parent Helpers Morning Tea. 
 
 
Christmas Hamper Raffle 
 
See details and shopping guide in newsletter of November 29th  
Thank you generous Kingsville families, the tubs are filling up with donations for the Christmas Raffle. 
Please keep these coming in next week and I’m confident we will have a record number of beautiful 
hampers. Thank you to Friends of KPS for organising this end of year fundraiser. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kingsville.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Thank you to the school community for their generous and thoughtful donations for the ‘It’s In The Bag’ 
campaign for Share the Dignity. 
 
Last weekend, 49 bags were dropped off at Bunnings. These will now be distributed throughout the 
month of December to women and girls in need.  
 
This is an amazing effort and we look forward to future campaigns. 
 
Alison, Di, and Lorey 
 

 
 

Kingsville Awards 

To be presented on Friday 13th December 
 

FCW  3/4 C  

FDG  3/4 F  

FEE Luca Golante 3/4 I  

FLB  3/4 K  

FLI  3/4 L Nilay (Buddy) Miglani 

1AM  3/4 N  

1JH Millie Wheeler 3/4T  

1JM  5AA  

1SH Mia Kisto 5AO  

2JD  5DS  

2KP  5GJ  

2MC  6JD Johnny Roussos 

2SP Nirvair Gill 6RM Zoe Brown 

  6RT  

 
 
 

Happy Birthday    
5th Dec to 11th Dec 
 
Happy Birthday to Archie Taylor, Walter Williams, Kiera-Mai Clarke, Arwen Jeffrey, Flynn 
Loftis, Dylan Madden, William Friedmann, Isaac Reed, Dakira Nguyen, Genevieve 

Bennetts 
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Will your child / children be at Kingsville in 2020 
 
If you know your child / children will not be returning to Kingsville in 2020 or 
If they will be only here for a short time e.g. you could be moving in Term 1 
Please fill in below if you have not already informed the school 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING KINGSVILLE P.S. IN 2020 
 
Name:  ………………………………………    Year level in 2019: ………  Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

Name:  ………………………………………   Year level in 2019: ………   Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

Name:  ………………………………………   Year level in 2019: ………   Date finishing at KPS: ………… 

 
New school (if known):  …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature of parent/guardian: ……………………………………………………………………………. 
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