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Kingsville Primary School


Special Needs Policy
RATIONALE

Kingsville Primary School is committed to improving the learning outcomes of all students, by acknowledging and managing their diverse needs. A key element of this commitment is an emphasis on improving the learning outcomes for students with disabilities and additional learning needs, including strategies that ensure inclusive practices are in place.
Education for all acknowledges that some children and young people have intersecting identities or additional needs that schools may need to take into consideration. These identities may relate to:

· having a disability or additional learning needs

· gender identity

· sexual orientation 

· being an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person

· race

· cultural identity

· speaking a language other than English

· social factors

· economic factors 

· experience of abuse, neglect or family violence
Education for all adopts the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 definition of disability. The term ‘disability’ refers to physical, intellectual, mental and medical impairments, including disorders that result in a person learning differently. This means that the policy applies to all students with a disability, not just those who are eligible for support under targeted programs such as the Program for Students with Disabilities.
Students with special education needs may be funded through the Victorian Government system, Program for Students with Disabilities. Identifying students with special learning needs is critical in developing relevant and purposeful learning tasks. Assessment both informal and formal are an essential part of the process.

Every student is seen as special at Kingsville and the class and specialist teachers are responsible for understanding the needs of each individual in their class and working with their learning styles. The relationship between parents, teachers and support staff is one based on respectful collaboration and supports teaching and learning.

Purpose 
At Kingsville Primary our teaching and learning practices are aimed at improving learning outcomes for all students and there is an expectation that teachers will respond to diverse learning needs. Our aim is to personalize learning for all children through differentiation. We strive to make our teaching innovative and responsive to the diverse needs of every child, and to help each child including those with special educational needs to achieve their full potential in every aspect of school life.
All students are entitled to a quality learning experience at school. Schools are required to make reasonable adjustments, where needed, to assist students with disability to access and participate in education free from discrimination and on the same basis as other students. A reasonable adjustment is a measure or action taken to help a student with disability access and participate in education on the same basis as other students. Adjustments can be made across the whole school setting (e.g. ramps into school buildings), in the classroom (such as adapting teaching methods) and at an individual student level (e.g. extra tuition for a student with learning difficulties).
A vital component of this commitment is the Program for Students with Disabilities. This program provides a range of supports and initiatives to assist government school students with disabilities. The program aims to maximize student potential growth in education and learning, and ensure that students with disabilities are valued and participate in all aspects o school life, consistent with optimal and relevant goals and aspirations.
Guidelines
· Support Groups are established for students with special needs including students funded through the Program for Students with Disabilities.

· Student Support Group meetings involving teachers, support staff, Assistant Principal, parents and other services as required are held every term or as requested.
· There is regular communication with parents/guardians and an expectation that the school works in partnership with them to meet targets set for their child. This also recognizes the personal and emotional investment of parents of students with special learning needs.

· Provision and progress will be monitored and reviewed regularly through Student Support Group meetings.

· Individual learning plans will be developed for each student and reviewed each term or more often if required and take into account recommendations from relevant reports.

· Individual Learning Plans will include long and short term goals, targets that are measurable and teaching strategies to be used.

· Targets may relate to all relevant areas of the curriculum including interpersonal and personal learning, as well as specific area of need, e.g. mobility.

· The learning plan is monitored, evaluated and reported on, and goals and targets are revised in line with students’ achievements.

· Class teachers provide differentiated work that ensures student’s strengths are used to build confidence, self esteem and maintain engagement.

· Support teachers work closely with class teachers to optimize students’ ability to access the curriculum.

· The school will liaise with the Student Support Service’s staff and other external consultants as required.

· The Assistant Principal will ensure all relevant records of students with special learning needs are centrally located.
· The Assistant Principal will ensure existing information relating to students is readily available and implications for teaching and learning are understood.

· There is an expectation that class teachers at the beginning of each school year are familiar with the specific learning needs of each child and have read all available reports, particularly recommendations made through assessment procedures.
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